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in august 2006, the newsmagazine U.S. News and World Report published 
new lists of “america’s Best Colleges,” as it has every summer since it 
launched its college and university rankings in 1983. if past editions are 
a measure, the magazine will sell millions of copies of the latest report 
to students and parents eager to find the best possible place to pursue a 
higher education in a world where economic opportunity is increasingly 
defined by the learning that students obtain beyond high school. Today, 
more than two-thirds of new high-school graduates go directly to college, 
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Table 1. Components of the U.S. News and World Report College Rankings
Measure
Percentage 
of ranking Measured characteristic Total
















Graduation	rate	performance	(predicted	versus	actual) 5% Quality 5%
Source: America’s Best Colleges: 2007 Edition,	U.S.	News	and	World	Report	LP,	2006.



















































































































































































































Figure 1. Level of Student-Faculty Interaction:  
























10th Percentile  Student Response
50th Percentile  Student Response
























What Students Need to Know and 
















































Table 2. Percentage of Students Who Answered ‘Very Often’ When Asked by the National Survey of Student 








Asked	questions	in	class	or	contributed	to	discussions 43% 65% 43%
Worked	with	classmates	outside	of	class	to	prepare	assignments 22% 39% 39%
Participated	in	a	community-based	project	as	part	of	a	regular	course 7% 25% 21%
Discussed	ideas	from	readings	or	classes	with	faculty	outside	of	class 8% 28% 18%
Received	prompt	feedback	from	faculty	on	academic	performance 21% 36% 23%
Wrote	11	or	more	papers	between	5	and	19	pages	during	the	current	school	year 18% 26% 25%
Wrote	five	or	more	papers	of	20	pages	or	more	during	the	current	school	year 16% 41% 30%
Source:	www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/rankings/ranknsse_brief.php.










































































Figure 2. Freshman and Senior Scores on the 
Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA) and the  


























































































Figure 3. Senior Scores Relative to ‘Expected’ 
Scores on Collegiate Learning Assessment 








Difference from National Average
 (Standard Deviations)
−0.76












































































Figure 4. Collegiate Learning Assessment Total 
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graduation rate and 
median rate of peer 
institutions*
Troy	State	 3rd	tier 12.6







































































































































































Florida	International	University $34,756 4th	Tier 70.0 17 75.4
Florida	Atlantic	University $33,867 4th	Tier 72.2 16 71.9
University	of	North	Florida $31,236 54th*	 76.7 15 74.0
University	of	South	Florida $30,462 4th	Tier 71.9 18 70.9
University	of	Central	Florida $29,278 3rd	Tier 71.3 18 66.2
Florida	A&M	University $27,383 58th* 53.5 18 61.7
Florida	State	University $27,010 2ndTier 60.4 18 62.2
University	of	Florida $25,773 1st	Tier 57.8 23 54.1
University	of	West	Florida $24,712 60th*	 63.7 16 60.9
*Among	Southern	Masters-granting	institutions.
Source: http://www.firn.edu/doe/fetpip/sus.htm.














































Figure 6. Percentage of Alumni Who Displayed a 




























Figure 5. Median Annual Earnings in 2002 for 16 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































Making the Perfect the  
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